
Morning Session GTC Australasian Kickoff  
Melbourne 8th Oct 2014

7.45 – 8.30am Registration

8.30 – 8.40am Welcome  Dr Brendan Murphy, CEO Austin Health, Melbourne

8.40 – 8.50am Introducing the GTC  Dr David Roberson, ENT Specialist
Harvard, Boston Children’s Hospital, GTC Founder and President

8.50 – 9.25am The International Perspective on Tracheostomy Care
The UK Perspective Prof Tony Narula, MA MB BChir FRCS FRCS (Ed), 
Chief of Neurosciences & Head and Neck, 
Consultant  ENT Surgeon, Otolaryngologist, London, UK
Vice President and Co founder GTC

Key Drivers for Improving Tracheostomy Care in the US; 
Strategies for Safe Systems
Dr Michael J. Brenner, M.D., F.A.C.S., Assoc Prof  of Otolaryngology 
Head & Neck Surgery, University of Michigan, USA

The Australian Perspective; Teams of Tomorrow
Dr Graeme Duke, Senior Staff Specialist, Intensive Care Department, 
Box Hill Hospital, Eastern Health, Melbourne

9.25 – 10:00am  The Family Perspective
Ms Erin Ward, Faculty Associate, Institute Professional & Ethical Practice 
Boston Children’s Hospital, Boston USA

 The Patient Perspective
Ms Kristy McMurray, TRAMS Clinical Nurse Consultant
Austin Health, Melbourne

10.00 – 10.15am Why Join the GTC?
Dr Haytham Kubba, Consultant Paediatric Otolaryngologist
Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Scotland, UK

10.15 – 10.45am Morning Tea and Visit Sponsors

10.45 – 11.30am

11.30 – 11.45am 

GTC Database
Dr Jay  Berry, Assistant Professor Pediatrics 
Harvard, Assistant in Medicine (BCH), Boston, USA
Dr Hannah Zhu, MA, MB BChir, Paediatric Specialist
King’s College Hospital, NHS Foundation Trust, London, UK

How Do You Join the GTC?
Dr Haytham Kubba, Consultant Paediatric Otolaryngologist
Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh, Scotland, UK

11.45 – 11:55pm Discussion, Audience Survey and Participation
Dr Stephen Warrillow, Deputy Director Intensive Care Unit 
Austin Health, Melbourne

11.55 – 12.00pm Wrap Up - Dr Tony Narula

12.00 – 12:45pm Lunch in Foyer For Delegates – visit posters and sponsors
Lunch in  Room 106 for Patient and Family Forum 

	   	  



Afternoon Session Excellence in Tracheostomy Care

12:45 – 12:50pm Introduction  Dr James Ward, Respiratory and Sleep Physician
TRAMS Medical Liaison, Austin Health, Melbourne

12:50 – 1:15pm Who Gets a Tracheostomy? To Extubate or Tracheostomise?
Dr Sam Radford, Intensive Care Unit Specialist , Austin Health, Melbourne
Assoc Prof Sue Berney, Manager, Physiotherapy, Austin Health, Melbourne

1.15 – 1.40pm Transition from Ventilation via Tracheostomy to NIV
Ms Linda Rautela, Senior Physiotherapist, Victorian Respiratory Support 
Service, Austin Health, Melbourne
Dr James Ward, Respiratory & Sleep Physician
TRAMS Medical Liaison, Austin Health, Melbourne

1.40 – 2.10pm Notes from a Small Island: From Incidents to UK National 
Tracheostomy Safety Project
Dr Brendan McGrath, Consultant  Anaesthesia & ICU
University Hospital of South Manchester
Director, UK National Tracheostomy Safety Project

2.10 – 2.30pm Innovative Study: Using Passy-Muir Valve in the ICU 
Anna-Liise Sutt, Speech Pathologist, PhD Candidate
Prince Charles Hospital, Brisbane

2.30 – 3.00pm Afternoon Tea and Visit Sponsors

3.00 – 3.25pm Early Complications including Tracheoinnominate
Artery Bleeding
Mr Simon Knight, Director, Thoracic Surgery, Austin Health, Melbourne

3.25 – 3.55pm Paediatric Complications
An ENT Surgeon Perspective Dr Haytham Kubba, Consultant Paediatric 
Otolaryngologist Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh, 
A Respiratory Consultant Perspective Dr Joanne Harrison
Paediatric Respiratory Physician, Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne

3.55 – 4.30pm Respecting Patient Choices (RPC) Considerations
Dr Karen Detering, Ethicist & Respiratory Consultant
Respecting Patient Choices © Austin Health, Melbourne

Expert Panel Discussion: Dr Nasir Bhatti, MD,Assoc Prof, Otolaryngology, 
Head and Neck Surgery, Anesthesiology Critical Care Medicine Director, Johns 
Hopkins Adult Tracheostomy and Airway Service,Baltimore USA 
Prue Gregson, Snr Speech Pathologist, TRAMS & ICU, Austin Health 
Kristy McMurray, Clinical Nurse Consultant , TRAMS, Austin Health  
Linda Rautela, Senior  Physiotherapist, VRSS, Austin Health, Melbourne
Moderator:  Dr Stephen Warrillow 

4.30 – 4.50pm

4.50 – 5.00pm

5.00-6.00pm

Questions  
Dr James Ward / Dr Tony Narula

Future Directions Closing Comments
Tanis Cameron, Manager TRAMS, Austin Health, Melbourne
Vice President GTC

Cocktail Reception

	   	  


